
A View From the District 

For family reasons I have had to step back a little from Council activities, but I have helped 

to steer the revised constitution to a form which, with a few tweaks, should soon be ready to 

present to Council for approval. 

Scrutiny received a review of the Community Safety Partnership (formerly the Crime and 

Disorder Reduction Partnership). The committee was a little sceptical as to its value but we 

were assured that it was doing well in its limited job. We also looked at the provision of 

community land at Northstowe for faith-based activities, and the criteria which will be used 

in assessing applications for it. Finally, it emerged that the fuss over charging for a second 

green bin has publicised the possibility of asking for one and this has proved very popular. 

The March Scrutiny meeting had another long hard look at our ICT business plan; we are still 

not getting satisfactory answers to some of our questions. 

Cambs police launched another consultation (see last month’s report) throughout February, 

this time focusing on the desire to replace Parkside Station. The questions again were 

strongly skewed but at least there was an opportunity to comment on one’s answers. 

The Combined Authority has also been consulting on the Cambridge Autonomous Metro 

scheme (CAM). It looks like an absurdly expensive non-solution to our problems since in 

both options there is a major bottleneck at its heart, and it uses buses which simply cannot 

scale. A former City councillor has written that it looks more like a punishment for 

Cambridge than a solution. 

The Combined Authority and the Greater Cambridge Partnership are at each other’s throats 

again. The CA’s Mayor dropped a bombshell on the GCP’s plans for a commuter route 

between Cambourne and Cambridge (C2C), effectively vetoing them, and indirectly putting 

the whole of the new Cambourne and Bourne developments on hold – and with them our 5 

year housing land supply, which could spell disaster. And with local elections cancelled we 

cannot hold him to account for a further year. 

Cllr Bygott has explained our approach to Covid-19 in detail; but anything we say is likely to 

be out of date by the time you read this. Those of us who are self-isolating will need 

entertainment: perhaps through social media the village could arrange a jigsaw swap? 

On 11 February I had a meeting with Heather Topel, the head of the Eddington development. 

We discussed the Local Plan and the University’s likely moves over Eddington Phase 2; and 

also the problems which disabled drivers are having at Eddington, and the replacement of the 

Girton boundary sign. I wait to see how the discussions develop into active changes. 

Owing to my family situation I had to miss the Council meeting on 20 February, with its 

over-full agenda and some complex issues. With the usual 2pm start it ended at 8.15pm; the 

minutes will be published at tinyurl.com/wdu52ln where you can also find the agenda. 

I was able to chair the 3 March Civic Affairs Committee, which as well as the Constitution 

looked at a governance review for Northstowe. A consultation in all the affected villages had 

been rather spoiled by a well-publicised rumour claiming that the issue had already been 

decided, and a very late response from Homes England, the government agency which owns 

the Northstowe land. I managed to bring some consensus to the meeting and we agreed the 

options to go forward to a second consultation, together with an offer to mediate between 

Homes England and the parishes. 

In Eddington Sainsbury’s recently I was bemused by a notice proudly announcing the end of 

single-use plastic bags in the vegetable department, over mountains of pre-packed veg in -- 

you guessed it – single-use plastic bags. This strikes me as a cynical attempt to promote the 

sale of their own multi-use bags and I complained; I hope others will do so too. The manager 

removed the notice but I suspect it returned the moment I left. 

http://tinyurl.com/wdu52ln


I have enjoyed using Stagecoach’s new buses, but am disappointed that the Thornton Road 

stop is advertised as being in Cambridge. I am told that this is because they use the County’s 

GIS data, and am investigating. 

If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to you please contact me at scdc@de-

lacey.org and I shall add you to the list of recipients. If you have any District Council issues 

you would like to discuss please don’t hesitate to ask me. 

Douglas de Lacey 
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